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Course Outline

The course is offered for students of master students and advanced bachelor students in physics, medical physics and 
interdisciplinary natural sciences. It can be credited as an elective module (3 ECTS).  

The course is held in English. The seminar concludes with an online final test on the last seminar date. 

Can be credited as an elective module (3 ECTS)

IP Basics  

Patents, Trade 
Secrets, Designs 
and Trademarks, 
history of 
Intellectual 
Property

Purpose of 
Intellectual 
Property 

Benefit for 
society and for IP 
proprietor, IP 
strategy

Patent Law  

creating IP, 
prosecuting, 
attacking, 
defending and 
enforcing IP 
against copycats

Inventor law  

Rights and 
obligations  

Inventor 
compensation

Licensing and 
collaboration  

Industry - 
Industry and  

Industry- 
academia 



Why IP?

*High-growth firms (HGF) and intellectual property rights, EPO and EUIPO 2019, ISBN 978-3-89605-228-5 

IP provides exclusivity         
and has been shown* to  

• be positively correlated    
with enterprise growth, in 
particular when bundled 
across IP categories* 

• be a good predictor for 
high growth of startups*

Build IP awareness and 
practical skills 

Case stories and real-
live examples to show 

how to tackle IP

IP important for sustainable success, but hard to get

Patentability conditions  
Novelty, inventiveness 

  

Patent cost                              
typically Euro 50.000 for 5 
countries - resources that 

can’t be spent on R&D

long examination times 

Trademarks
Race to the office

Important for academic 
and industry track




